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Minutes of the General Assembly 

EUROPEAN HEART NETWORK 

22 May 2019 (16:30 – 18:00), Puglia, Italy 

 

 

Present: 

 

Organisations with voting rights: Representatives 

 

British Heart Foundation - Simon Gillespie  

Danish Heart Foundation - Claus Beck-Tange 

Dutch association for people with cardiovascular diseases - Anke Vervoord 

Dutch Heart Foundation - Floris Italianer 

Finnish Heart Association - Tuija Brax 

German Heart Foundation - Martin Vestweber 

Hungarian National Heart Foundation - Támas Forster 

Irish Heart Foundation - Tim Collins 

Italian Association against Thrombosis and CVDs (ALT) - Lidia Rota Vender 

Italian Association for Cardiovascular Prevention (SIPREC) - Roberto Volpe 

Italian Heart Foundation - Paolo Magni 

Lithuanian Heart Foundation - Sigita Glaveckaitė 

Northern Ireland Chest Heart & Stroke - Declan Cunnane 

Portuguese Heart Foundation - Luís Brás Rosário 

Spanish Heart Foundation - Lorenzo Silva 

Swedish Heart and Lung Association - Pelle Johansson 

Swedish Heart Lung Foundation - Kristina Sparreljung 

Swiss Heart Foundation - Robert Keller 

  

 

By Proxy: Representatives 

 

Bosnia & Herzegovina Foundation of Health & Heart Simon Gillespie 

Romanian Heart Foundation Roberto Volpe 

  

 

Organisations without voting rights: Representatives 

 

European Heart Network (EHN) - Susanne Løgstrup 

 - Marleen Kestens 

 - Marilena Vrana 

 - Joëlle De Beys 

  - Michelle Mildiner 

 

Norwegian Health Association 

(Nasjonalforeningen for Folkehelsen) - Øivind Kristensen 
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Not Present: 

 

Belgian Heart League 

Croatian Heart House Foundation 

Faroese Heart Foundation 

Hellenic Heart Foundation 

Icelandic Heart Foundation 

Serbian Heart Foundation 

Slovak Heart to Heart League 

Slovenian Heart Foundation 

Turkish Heart Foundation 

 

 

Opening 

 

Simon Gillespie (SG), EHN President, opened the General Assembly (GA) at 16:30 and 

welcomed everybody to the meeting. 

 

The GA approved the agenda. 

 

 

1.  Approval of Minutes, Lucerne, 2018 

 

SG invited the GA to comment on the minutes of last year’s meeting.   

 

There were no comments, and the minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

 

2.  Approval of Annual Report 2018 

 

Susanne Løgstrup (SL) presented the Annual Report 2018 to the GA, inviting comments.  

 

 

SL informed the GA that those organisations which had sent a Member Activities Report of 

more than 300 words would be contacted by EHN in order to request a shortened version of 

their text. 

 

SL requested input from members regarding “EHN Member Activities” (under the 

“Cardiovascular Patients” section) on page 14.  She also encouraged members to look at the 

photos in the draft and to send better quality versions to EHN where possible.  

 

There were no further comments, and the GA adopted the Annual Report 2018 unanimously. 

 

 

3.  Approval of Audited Accounts 2018 

 

Kristina Sparreljung (KS) presented the 2018 audited accounts.  The total income in 2018 was 

euros 946 170.  Of the total income, euros 564 827 was from membership subscriptions and 

euros 692 from investment income.  In addition, special contributions amounted to euros 380 

651 – the majority of this amount was income from the EU operating grant, which amounted to 

354 174.  The remainder of the amount came from the HeartMan project (euros 14 009) and the 

Big Data at Heart project (euros 12 468). 
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Total expenditure for 2018 amounted to euros 758 933. 

 

The result for 2018 was a surplus of euros 187 236.  EHN’s retained result at year-end 2018 

amounted to euros 563 326.  KS added that EHN was in good financial health and that the 

auditor had made no comments. 

  

The audited accounts 2018 were adopted unanimously by the GA. 

 

 

4.  Approval of Draft Budget 2020 

 

SL informed the GA that after much consideration, the Board had decided to not apply for an 

EU operating grant in 2020.  SL outlined the reasons for this:  applying for the grant, replying to 

questions raised by CHAFEA (the agency dealing with the grant application) and reporting back 

demanded an excessive amount of time, and took EHN staff away from implementing EHN’s 

work programme appropriately.  Additionally, the grant conditions were inflexible.  The Board 

therefore agreed not to apply for the final two years of the grant Framework Agreement (2020 

and 2021) and to instead look at other funding sources. 

 

There was a question regarding membership contributions.  It was noted that there would be a 

3% increase in member contributions next year.  SL added that it was the first time in years that 

there was an increase in membership contributions. 

 

Lidia Rota Vender (LRV) expressed concern about the budgeted deficit of euros 62 910, and 

stressed that EHN would need other sources of income or find a way of decreasing expenses.  

SL reassured LRV and the GA that the Board are fully aware of the situation.  SL pointed out 

that at the end of the five-year financial framework, EHN was forecast to have retained earnings 

of close to euros 180 000.  She added that, nevertheless, the Board has agreed to look into other 

funding sources including notably corporate funding and that it has appointed Tuija Brax (TB) 

to head up a working group to explore this further. 

 

The GA approved the draft budget 2020. 

 

 

5.  Approval of Work Programme 2020 

 

SL presented slides outlining the Work Programme 2019/2020.  The Board will agree a final 

version at its November meeting.  SL underlined to members that the Board would also like to 

hear their feedback about what they think should be part of the EHN Work Programme in 2020. 

 

Regarding building relationships with the new EU Mandate, Roberto Volpe suggested that 

members contact their national MEPs to invite them to join the MEP Heart Group.  SL informed 

the GA that EHN will be in contact with all its EU-based member organisations in due course to 

ask them to write to their new MEPs in their own language, giving their organisation’s own 

national perspective. 

 

The GA unanimously adopted the Work Programme 2019/2020. 
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6.  Approval of new members 

 

EHN had received two applications for membership since the last General Assembly, both of 

which had been approved by the Board.  These were: 

 

(i) Norwegian Heart and Lung Association (LHL) 

(ii) Norwegian Health Association (Nasjonalforeningen for Folkehelsen) 

 

The GA unanimously approved the membership application of both organisations. 

 

 

7. Election of President 

 

SG informed the GA that the Board had proposed Floris Italianer (FI), CEO of the Dutch Heart 

Foundation and current Vice President of EHN, as the next EHN President.  FI presented his 

candidacy and was asked to leave the room whilst the vote took place. 

 

The GA unanimously approved the election of FI as the new President of EHN.  SG 

congratulated FI and FI thanked the GA for their support. 

 

 

8.  Election of Board Members 

 

Two members of the Board, Simon Gillespie (SG) and Martin Vestweber (MV) presented for re-

election to the Board. 

 

Both candidates were asked to leave the room while the GA considered their candidacies.  The 

GA voted unanimously to re-elect SG and MV for a period of three years, (2019-2022).   

 

Earlier in 2019, EHN had invited members to present their candidacies for Board membership.  

One application had been received by the Board from Tim Collins (TC), CEO of the Irish Heart 

Foundation.   

 

SG referred the GA to TC’s Curriculum Vitae and Letter of Motivation, which had been 

circulated to EHN members.  TC added a few words stressing his strong desire to work as a 

Board member of EHN.  TC was asked to leave the room while the GA considered his 

candidature.  The GA vote was unanimous. The GA elected TC as a Board member for a period 

of three years, i.e. 2019-2022.  

 

The GA congratulated the newly elected Board members. 

 

 

9.  Election of Auditor 

 

SG proposed to continue with the auditor, Vandelanotte Accountancy B.V.B.A., as represented 

by Frank Vandelanotte (FV). 

 

The GA unanimously re-elected Vandelanotte Accountancy B.V.B.A. as the EHN auditor. 
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10. Any Other Business 

 

SG raised the issue of building and recruiting membership, and he informed the GA that the 

Board are working on several approaches.  LRV raised the imbalance between Northern and 

Southern Europe and asked if there is anything that member organisations can do to help address 

this.  SG said that EHN intends to contact members to ask for their ideas and input. 

 

Notwithstanding the invaluable support and contribution of members, SG wished to also 

formally thank the EHN staff who despite being quite small is able to deliver an extraordinarily 

full work programme as also witnessed by the annual report. 

 

SG also extended his formal thanks to ALT for an incredible AW 2019. 

 

- Cooperation with ESC/WHF 

 

SG reported that the Board is seeking ways to provide more of a patient voice to ESC and that 

they do see areas where EHN can provide our unique input. 

 

With regard to WHF, SG informed the GA that EHN has expressed its disquiet at the lack of 

foundations represented on the WHF Board, and discussions with them are ongoing. 

 

- Date and Place of 2020 EHN Annual Workshop 

 

The AW 2020 will be hosted by the Finnish Heart Association (FHA).  TB, Secretary General of 

the FHA, gave a presentation about Helsinki, where the AW 2020 will take place, as well as the 

arrangements that have been made so far.  The dates are 3-5 June 2020.    

 

SG invited members to volunteer for the Programme Committee for the AW 2020, and to 

contact the EHN office in Brussels in case of interest.  The Programme Committee is scheduled 

to meet in August, in Brussels.   

 

- Forthcoming issues 

 

Referring to the setting up of a working group on corporate funding, SG said that EHN would 

appreciate the views and advice of members.  SG also informed the GA that the FHA will invite 

sponsorship of the AW 2020 from two companies producing heart health apps.  SG asked 

members to contact SL with any feedback, and stated that corporate fundraising would be an 

agenda item at the GA 2020. 

 

 

11. Formal handover of Presidency 

 

SG formally handed over the EHN Presidency to FI.  FI thanked members once again for their 

confidence and also thanked SG for his work as EHN President.  SG thanked members for their 

support and friendship over the past four years. 

 

 

Closing 

FI thanked everybody for their attendance and closed the meeting at 17:50. 


